










5

updating a database of notable trees throughout Britain and Ireland by organising a volunteer 
network of over 50 tree measurers who update historical records and discover over 2,000 new 
trees worthy of inclusion each year. The database contains details of more than 150,000 trees.

Isles, and one of the planes in St Mary Magdalene Gardens, Holloway, is notable 
for its girth of over 7 metres.
    Many plane trees have been pollarded, deliberately cut down leaving just a 
stem that rises only a few metres above the ground. This is usually done before 
the tree reaches any great age, as in the example at Camden Square. It is a way of 
stimulating the tree to produce branches at a lower level than it would otherwise 
do. This rarely happens naturally to the London plane which, before the storm of 
1987, was thought so strong as never to be blown down; that night a mature tree 
of very considerable size in a garden in Horsell Road, snapped off at quite a high 

A tree pollarded early in its life, at 
Camden Square, NW1.

A mature tree snapped off by the 
storm of 1987, at Horsell Road, N5.
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level. I watched in amazement that it could withstand such a battering as it 
swayed violently from side to side, but in the morning it was down. The 
photograph taken in 2009, gives an idea of how it has regenerated its branches, 
demonstrating that even old trees will flourish after such a disaster. 
    Just as surprising, perhaps, is that when when cut off very low to the ground, 
planes sprout new shoots that become mighty branches; the examples from Agar 
Grove and Blackstock Road show the start and the full development of this 
process and there are many more such multi-stemmed plane trees across London.

New growth produced by two London planes in the same 
year as their pollarding at a very low level, at Agar 
Grove, NW1. 

A fully developed London plane 
many years after it was 
pollarded near ground level, at 
Blackstock Road, N4. 
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    Parks and gardens planted with London plane trees like the ones on the cover 
photo enhance our life in the city. Commuters, residents and visitors enjoy the 
green oasis away from the bustle. The great old trees are full of light and colour 
and let the sunlight play through their leaves providing dappled shade for those 
who seek it. These trees and their counterparts along busy streets complement 
our buildings and create a uniquely British urban landscape. We are fortunate 
that with their expected life-span and their resilience these remarkable trees will be 
with us for generations to come.
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